sticking red-hot pins in their stomachs and under their nails.
Felix's widow and Madeleine likewise underwent the torture of
the dentist's drill which is sunk into the jaw-bone. They did not
reveal anything. Between each of the tortures they sang the
Marseillaise. This scene, which seems to be taken directly out of
an absurd melodrama in the worst possible taste is put down in
an official German report. Leroux has transmitted a copy to me.
He has likewise informed me that the two women vowed they
would not talk.

This story has made a dreadful impression on Mathilde, Her
face literally turned black. She keeps repeating endlessly, "If I
don't get Madeleine out of this God will never forgive me." The
thought that she persuaded Augustine to let her daughter go
into the resistance movement is eating Mathilde's heart out. She
does not think about Felix's-widow. It's the features of the girl
that haunt her. She is.the same age as Mathilde's eldest daughter,
whose gentle, regular features I Have seen in a photograph.

One of my friends has left for London. The Germans went to
his house to conduct an investigation. They wanted to know
where he was. They took his eleven-year-old son on the pretext
that he had been carrying on Gaullist propaganda in his school.
He was put against a white wall with a powerful projector pointed
straight into his eyes, and was questioned for a whole night as to
his father's whereabouts. All night the child repeated the same
fable. His father knew another woman besides his mother and over
this his parents constantly quarrelled. His mother bad turned his
father out of the house. "Because of these quarrels I've been badly
brought up and talk bad in school," said the little boy against
the white wall.

Mathilde has committed an act of madness. She tried to rescue
Madeleine by main force right out in the open street as she was
being taken from the prison to be led once more to room 87.